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Friday 5th July 2024
Year 8 PSHE

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians

I am writing to you in response to concerns raised by parents about teaching in a PSHE lesson on 8th
June. During this lesson, a teacher told a story that referenced an intimate act that was
inappropriate for this age group.

Please be assured that your concerns have been taken seriously. We have completed an
investigation into the incident, and have submitted this and our planned actions in response to
external bodies for approval. These responses have been fully scrutinised and approved.

The lesson in question is taken from the Jigsaw Relationships and Sex Education ‘Changing Me’
scheme and asks students ‘Where do you stand?’ about topics including: ‘In a romantic
relationships, it’s ok to ask to be more intimate,’ and whether it is healthy or not healthy to want to
touch or be touched by the other person. In this lesson, the teacher was explaining to students that
they may hear things in or out of school that they are not comfortable with, or that may actually not
be true. They illustrated this with a story of an ‘urban myth’ that had gone around their school, and
that they had not felt comfortable with at the time.

We are satisfied that the teacher’s intention was to help students recognise when peers may be
making up stories, and to know that it is ok to talk to someone if they feel uncomfortable with what
they hear. We really value the work that this teacher has put into developing our PSHE and RSE
curriculum in line with our policy and in response to the realities of what young people want to
understand and ask questions about. However, we and the teacher are agreed that this story was
too explicit and very much regret any consternation and distress caused.
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Since parents raised this concern, we have put specific actions in place to support the teaching of
PSHE. I hope that you will be reassured that your children are accessing a carefully planned and
well-taught curriculum. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have further concerns.

Yours faithfully

Rachel Lewin
Deputy Head


