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Tuesday 16th January 2024

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians,

WELCOME BACK TO YACHTS:

It's been a lovely start to the Spring Term with all children settling back into our school routines with
ease. The term ahead is a short and busy onel It will see some children perform in Bugsy and others
hopefully take part in singing trips to the mainland. In class, we have lots of exciting learning ahead
of us! Please see below information about what promises to be an exciting and stimulating new term.
If you have any queries or concerns, please do contact me.

What hild is fo bring t hool:
During the Spring Term, we may choose to take our learning outside the school grounds; please
make sure that your child is always wearing sturdy shoes and has a coat with them. If anything extra
is needed on a particular day, | will put a notice out on Seesaw.

As was the case last term, all the stationery that children need is here in school, they do not need to
bring in their own pencil case. If your child has, and wants to bring in, their own pencil case, | will ask
that these be kept in bags and used only at playtimes for colouring etc, but will not be needed in
lesson time. This is purely so that everyone has access to the same resources and avoids precious
personal items going missing or getting lost!

Maths:
In Yachts, our key learning focus to start the term is multiplication and division. Children will
consolidate both mental and written strategies for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division,
and will have numerous learning opportunities to apply these skills in context. As the term progresses,
we will be learning key methods and strategies within these topics:

e Fractions

e Decimals and percentages

e Perimeter and area
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e Statistics

English

This week, we have started a new English topic based on the book ‘Freedom Bird’ by Jerdine Nolan.
Throughout the term, we will write setting descriptions, newspaper reports, diary entries, stories and
factual reports to name but a few genres. We will focus specifically on spelling for 10 minutes every
day, revisiting spelling rules and patterns to make sure they are embedded. There will contfinue to be
a new set of spellings to learn each week which will be on Seesaw. We will be practising these in
class as well as using Spelling Shed to aid consolidation.

R in

Our current class novel is Liama Out Loud by . In addition to this, shared reading is enjoyed for about
15 minutes each day, and individual reading happens every day after lunch. During shared reading
sessions, we explore chapters and exfracts from a variety of sources.

My aim is that children enjoy reading and that they are reading for pleasure, rather than as a chore. |
have decided to change the way that we celebrate reading achievements in class and am
stopping the reward of ‘extra-playtime’ for five weekly home reads. Please do still listen to your child
read at home as often as possible as well as encouraging them to read independently. Please also
continue to fill in your child’s reading record if you are in the habit of doing so and include anything
that they have read. I'm also frying to expand the children’s view of what reading is. Whilst their
‘school’ reading book has an important part to play in developing core skills, reading is so much
more than this! For example, magazines, comics, online articles, recipe and game instructions, and
even reading the backs of cereal boxes all count as reading! Please do help me in reminding your
child / children of this.

Topic (Geography): Where Should We Go On Holiday?

Our topic of learning this half-term will focus on The Alps. We will look at how mountains are formed,
Alpine villages and the people that live there as well as discussing why people visit the Alps.

Next half-term, we will have a history-based topic based on the Vikings!

Science

Our topic for this half-term is the Circle of Life. After revising the parts of a flower, we'll move on to
fertilisation and life cycles of plants and animals and pollination. Next half-term our topic is Let's Get
Moving which is all about forces.

PE

Yachts class will continue to have PE on Wednesdays and Fridays. Can | also please remind you that
jewellery will need to be removed; please bring in an envelope or small box for any earrings to be
put into to keep them clean. PE kit should be dark shorts or trousers and a plain white t-shirt. No logos,
please.

Home learning
Some children have shown an interest in homework! However, for this term, there continues to be no

formal set homework. Please do encourage your child to read (anything and everything!) and
perhaps look through our weekly spellings which are on Seesaw, if you have time. Times tables
practice is another really beneficial way to spend 10 minutes at home. This could even be done
during breakfast or fea-time.



C icafi
If anything arises over the term, please contact me at ruthrichards@fiveislands.org or, alternatively,
please catch me after school. | will be using Seesaw to send out relevant information and reminders
to parents, so please do keep an eye out. All essential information will continue to be sent out via

email.
Many thanks for your continued support.
Yours faithfully

Ruthie Richards and Sarah Anderton
Year 5 feam



