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Tuesday 16th January 2024

St Martin’s Base Spring Term 2024

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians,

It’s been such a pleasure welcoming everyone back after the Christmas break! Below are
some key pieces of information for this term.

Start and home times: A reminder that children can come into school at 8:45 and be
picked up at 3:15. Drop off and pick up outside the school gate as usual.

Curriculum:

ENGLISH: In Key Stage 2 this half term we will be using the text ‘The Wind in the Willows’ as
a basis for all our English work. We will write diary entries, character and setting
descriptions as well as non-fiction and poetry work on rivers. After half term we will be using
the incredible story ‘The Queen of Darkness’ which is a story about Boudica and her
struggles with the invading Romans. We even have a zoom talk arranged with the author,
Tony Bradman!

In Key Stage 1 we will continue using RWI as our phonics focus as well as broadening our
text work using the stories ‘We Are Water Protectors’ and ‘The Journey Home’, where we
will focus on expanded noun phrases and writing our own non-chronological reports. After
half term we will be looking at retellings of traditional tales, reading ‘Jim and the
Beanstalk’ and ‘Dixie O’Day in the Fast Lane’.

MATHS: Each year group will use White Rose Maths units:

Y6 - Fractions/Ratio/Algebra/Decimals
Y5: Multiplication and division/Fractions/Decimals and percentages
Y3 and 4: Multiplication and division/Fractions/Length and Perimeter
Y2: Money/Multiplication and division
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Y1: Addition and subtraction/Place value within 50

TOPIC: In KS2 our topic is ‘Rivers and the Water Cycle’ and in KS1, our geography topic is
‘Where does our food come from?’. After half term, we switch to History and will focus on
the Romans in Britain (KS2) and investigating, ‘How have holidays changed over time?’
(KS1). We would love to speak to some of the children’s grandparents about what
holidays were like when they were young!

SCIENCE: We will be focusing on the States of Matter and Electricity in KS2 and Living
Things and their Habitats and Scientists and Inventors in KS1.

PE: Our PE days will be on Mondays and Fridays. Children will need the correct PE Kit on
these days. Please could you make sure that children with long hair have a hair band to
tie it back with, and that those with stud earrings either leave them at home on these days
or bring an envelope/small box for them to be kept in during these lessons.

Reading: We have reading time in school every day where we hear children read, support
them with quizzes and choose new books for reading at home. We really appreciate all
your support in listening to your child read and know how difficult it is to find time for
quality reading time, so we wanted to say thank you - it’s hard to overestimate the
difference it makes to your child’s education.

Collaboration Days: Children can go over in their PE kits and trainers. They will need to take
with them each week:
iPads
Reading book
Lunch box/water bottle/snack.
(If your child would like a school lunch, please ensure they tell their class teacher in the
morning, and you can pay for these via ParentMail.)

Staying in touch: Please don’t hesitate to email us or arrange a chat after school, in
person or by phone, if you have any questions or concerns. We will continue to use email
as our main method of communication about events at the base.

Important information and trip dates will come via ParentMail, and there’s always an
update about our Base activities in the weekly school newsletter.

Thank you again for your support in this first week back!

Yours faithfully
Jackie Marshall, Charlie Payne and Megan Wright
St Martins Base team


